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8. WHO’S WHO

SIiNCe vyanl anb myselLr are DOoInG THe
newstLeTTer ToGeTHer, we DeclbeDb |IT
WwOouLD Be GOOD FOr everyone 1O GeT 4a
GLIMPSe OF OuUr BONSsal HIsTory.

YOUr FIFrST BONSsal Tree: our FIrsT Trees
were BOTH FIGS (THe commerclat GrarTeD
WOOLWOITHS TYPe).

HOW DID YOU STarT boiNnGg BonNnsail: vyani
sTarreb BONsAal THIroOuGH BelNG
INTrobuceDb BY a FrienD 1IN 2010 anb wenT
FOr WOIkKsHOPS WITH DUNCan wiLes. sHe
GOT me MY FIrsT BONsal Oon vaLenTtine’s
Day NOT KNOWING THaT | Have alwayds
wanteb a BONnsal BUT THOUGHT THeY
WOouLD Be TOO eXPensive. once | Hab my
FIFrST Tree anbD IT sTarreb TO THrive, we
sTarreb 7O LOOK FOr more anb maore
BOMSal PLaces TO exXPanb our CcoLLeCTION.
we wenT TO OlIFaNnsFoNTeln LOOKING FOr 3 5
buncan as vyanl remempsereb Him BelnGg Some of Rudy Adams’ famous personal collection
THere. THaT Is wHere we meT JONaTtHamn  which we went to go see on one of our trips to
anb Denise. we Jolineb MIDway sHOrmuLY Cape Town

THEerearTer.

HOW Mahnyd Trees boO You Have? ABOUT
200, 50 N POTS anb 150 LayvinG arounb.
MOST OF THem STILL Have a LONG way TO
GO anb we Have a LOT TO Learn. we
FIGUrebD we Have Time THOUGH. | alwayds
TelLL vyanl we Have enouGcH Trees BUT
SHe sSays THere Is No sucH THING!

FavouriTe spPecies OF Tree: Vyanrs
FavouriTe IS THe FICUS BUrTT Davydl anb
SHe Loves Her rFLowerinGg Trees. Mine Is
THe JaPanese makPLe anb Pine. | am STILL
OoNn THe searcCH FOr a Jaranese BLacK Rine.

NuUumMmBer OfF Years INn MiDwad: we Jolineb
THe CLUB IN AUGUST 2015.

FavouriTe sTyLe IN Bonsal: | LIKe THe
FOrmat UPriGHT anb vyanl Is a Fan OoF THe
IMFOrMaL UPriGHT WITH LOTS OF TWISTS anb
curves 1IN THe Trunk. sHe aLlso LIKesS
mames wHere as | LIKe THe BIGGer Trees.
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YOUr FavouriTe Tree In your
coLLecCcTIionNn: we Have many
FavouriTes BUT TO nName a
CoOubPLe woulLD Be our cHINnese
MarLe, CHINnese ELM anb
LeOoParo Tree. we Have
aCTuatly BeCome sO FONnb OF
SsOme OF our Trees THaT we
Have Nnameb THem.

YOUr BesT BONsal abvice
receivep: PLacinNnG a Tree IN
THe Grounbd. IT wiLtL Grow aT
LeasT 10 TImes FasTer THanmn In
THe POT.

BesT ADVICe YOu cCan gGilve:
BONSsals Grow stow anb THere
IS NO TIMe LIKe THe PresenT sO
I YOoUu wWant TO DO sOmeTHING
WITH a Tree DO IT TODay.

ANY OTHer INTeresTiNG FacCTsS
or HopBBIes. Vyanl actuacly
DOeSs salsa bancing anmnb | Have
Glven IT a Try 1TO0. | COome ~rom
a BankiNG BaCKGrounb BUT
wouLDbD Love TO Have a Game
Farm one baydy. we BOTH Love
TraveLtinGg anmb Have DecCibeb
TO VISIT as many BONsal PLaces
as POSsSSsIBLe On our Trikrs anb
Learn as mucH as we Can From
THe PeOPLe We meeT.

Above — A crassula sarcocaulus that we got
from the Vaal BRAT day
Left — A karoo koeniebos almost 20 years old 9



