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8. WHO’S WHO

HOW DID YOU sSTarT bOoiNnG BoOoNsal

I 'WwWas very LUCKRY TO See BONnsal In cake
TOWMN anb Fell IN Love WITH THe CONCePT
way BacCcK 1IN 1980s, as we LuLiveb 1IN
WINDHOEeK 1IN THe THen SWA Now NamiBlia,
warTer IS sCarce IT was someTHING | was
alLways Interesteb N anb GarbeninGg N
Generak, my bab anbD | DID QUITe welLl WITH
THe GarbeninG anb HerBss, However 1IN
THOSEe Days GeTTING access TO
IMFOrMaTionN ON BONsal was NoT LIKe IT IS
THEese Days.

THEN as a sCHOOL Prize | CHOSe a BOOK |
STILL Have WITH a FLowering wisteria on It
BY LezniewiCcz, (I CcoLLeCT anb BUY as
many OfF THe OLD BOOKS anb BOOKLETS
aBOUT SA BOMsal anb sucH FOor my
CoLLeCTIioOn, aLmosT as many as my
Trees).

John Hecht aka Mack

over THOSe Years WITH THe SCHOOLING, MiuTary service, anb THen HOoTel
SCHOOL wHere | Traneb as a manacer, onty 1O Larter BeCame a Flinancliac
abDMmINISTraTor 1IN a GrouP, THOSe OLD Trees surFrFereb TerrBLY From neGLeCT
anb MOST DleDb, OF THOSe | Hab manageb TO save one TiLL 2008 wHen a severe
FrosT DesTroyeb sO mMmanyd. MY Famity Trieb TO LOOK aFTer THem BUT NOT as |

sSHOULD Have.
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HOW Many Trees Do YoOou Have

AS TO HOW Many Trees | Now Have Of sHOULD | say Hab, IT'S very Harb as
THINGS GO WIroOnGg anb sO ON, BUT, aT THIS TIMme | Have arounb 200, From THe 5-
7CmM TO THe 1M slizes, mMalnty BeCause OF Time anb INSIGHT | Have rebuceD
THEeSe From THe oriGginat OfF 500, TOO many Trees DOoesn’T Leave one WITH
enouGcH TIme TO FOCUS ON THem atLl, esPecClatly WITH MY WOIrKING HOUrS.

FavouriTe sTyLe INn BoONnsal

I am FOCUSING ON mame anb SHITO, THe DeTall IS eXTraorblinary, | Like THe
BIGGer ones as weLlL, wHere you Can reatly marke sOmeTHING FanTasTIC, SO
ITS BIT OF MIX anNbD MaTCH FOr me FOr NoOW.

AS reGarbs sTyLes THAaT | Favour, ITS MOSTLY Broom, Format anb semi-Formac
MOoSsSTLY, anb NaTurat LOOKING, | Tr'Yy 71O aLLOW THe Tree 7O SHOW me THe way,
anb THe Generat HOrTICULTUraL asPeCT OF THIS HOBBY, sOmMe OF my Trees
LIKe THe siLver BIrcHes are ailr Lagereb, BY myY Oown Hanb as welLL as THe
FLOWeEr NG PLUMS, | LOVe FLowers, BUT THeSe are Harb TO acHlieve, untess
LOOKED arFTer CLOseLlY.

FavouriTe sPecles OF Tree

WHen IT comes TO sPecies anb Types, |
Have many, even WITH as small
COLLECTION NOW LIKe mine, THe usual
wisTeria, AcCacias (vacHelLua as we are
NOW SUPPOSED TO CaLL our AfFrcan
Trees) ELMS 2 TyPesS, PriveTs 3 Types,
FIGS 7 TyPes many fFrom CcUuTTINGS,
MapPLes 3 varieTies, anD serrisa OF WHICH
| HAve 3 TYPeS, | am NOW exPerimenTiNG
WITH FLOWEr NG PLUMS FOr THE FLOWerS,
anD PoMeGranaTtes, Pecan NuUT, walnuT
(THESEe Grow IN My Garben From seeps
naTuraLly, anb OF Course one oF my
FavouriTes are swamp Ccypresses,
THOSe uUNnes on a swamp CYPress JUST
GeT me, anb FINalLly some JuniPers ano
STINKWOODS.

| am NOT FUSSY aBouT WHaT | wanTt or
LIKe, BUT ITS NOW aBoUT FOCUS anb
aTTenTIoN TO THEe DeTalls FOr me, THe
CLUB Has cHanGeb my Trees anb my
Way OF THINKING anbD UNDEersTanbiNG OF
BONSal SOO MUCH From THe way THey
were TO WHaT THeY wWILL Become 1IN THe
FUTUre, aLl My Frienps anb Family Have
NOTICED THIS Over TIme, WHICH IS a nice Mack’s Swamp Cypress
commenT.
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WHaT abVvice wOoulLD YOU Give On Bonsal

WOW, WHen IT Comes TO abVICe, THAaT's a Harb one, mosTLY From a Parricucar
source aBouT warter anb waTterr manacemenT, anb ManaGcinGg eLeCTroLyTes
IN THe solLs (MOSTLY WHY Trees Grow Or DOomn'T), BeCause OF MY WOrKING
HOUrs | useDb TO uUse DriP Trays, Nnow | DON'T (eXCePT FOr THe swampP
CYPresses), WHICH IS a BIG INsSK as DryinGg ouT QUICKLY Here on THe HIGHVEeLD IS
a serious concern.

wHen IT comes TO SOILS, | Use a sanb anb Gravelbl Less miXTure, mosTLy
COMPOST anNb sOMme acClb COMPOST WITH PeruiTe anb vermicuuitTe, sO my POTS
are THen LGHT welGHT WITH enouGH water retTalninGg aBluTiesS FOr ensuring |
DOM'T Have TO watelr every Day, BUT aT LeasT every BY sSeCOnND TO THIND, THe
FOCUS IS ON WelGHT anb (MacCkK BOSHOF sHOWED me a BeTTer way, PerHaprs
FOr sOme NOoOT THe BeST OF IbDeal, BUT IT WOIrKs FOr me), Graverl In THe rGHT
conTexT IS FIine, BUT WITH WwWelGHT BelnG an Issue, | CcHoOse ULGHTWEeIGHT,
esPecClaLly IF ONe MuUSsST move arounb anb CLlean aroudnb over 200 Trees Oon
your own.

MY Trees are currenTly 1IN a LIGHTLY sHabeD area ~Oor Now, PartLty orPen TO
THe eLemenTs BUT NO TOTally OoPen, anb sincCe | DOrn’'T warter s mucCH as
BerOre THere Has Been a HuGe DIFFerence In THe LasT TWO Years In How
THEeSse Have respPonbeb TO GIrOWTH.

SO as reGcarbs gabviCce, use common sense, NMoT att OfF IT Is WIrong amb
CONTeXT HelkPS, MOST abVviCe IS GlIven WITH THe BeST INTenTions, anb Here on
THe HiGHvVelD/vaalL, Oour micro cumartes vary HucelY, sO wHart "WOIrKSs
somewHere eLse miIGHT NOT WOIrK FOr You, IN THIS Day WITH waTter BeCOoOming
as BIG an Issue as never Berore, warter manaGcemenT IS NOW MYy FOCUS, IF
sOMmeTHING eXPIres BeCause OF INSUFFICIenT waTter, THeMn TOO Bab.!

SO 1IN a sense | am suGGesTING THaTt you uisTen anmnb Hear wHaTt albl THe
PeOPLe Have TO sayd wHaT aBoOuT WOIrKs FOr THem, anb THen FOLLOW Your
OWnNn BaLance OF THe NuGGeTs OF BeST abVvIiCe as TO wHaTtT makres sense ~Oor
you, make misTarkes as you MmusT, BUT alwayds rememBelrr THaT THeSe are
your Trees.

WHaT are 9your oTHer iInTeresTs Oor HoOBBIes

sOome OF MYy OTHer GarbeninGg iNTeresTts WHICH HelPS WITH BOMNSal, as tHese
Have THe sSame neebSs are roses, | Have abBouT 150 OF WHICH 10 are NnoT From
CUTTINGS.

am OFTen askeb THe QuUeSTION WHY | DO anbD LIRKe BOMNSal, For me IT 1s simpPLe, |
LIKe anb enJoyY THe DeTall, THe OUTDOOrs anb THe varietTy OfF IT, Same WITH my
froses, LUCKILY THeSse TWO DOMN’'T CLasH IN my LiFe, anb IT'S enouGH OF a HOBBY
THAaT KeePS ONne BUSY every Day WITHOUT BelnG a CHOre, anb LearninGg new
THINGS anbD IDeas every bay.

our CcLuB alLLows atLl varileTles PeOPLe WHO LIKe THIS HOBBY TO Have ORPINIoNS
anbD IDeas, anb OPen DeBaTtTes, anb NOT SO IresTriCTIiVe as WITH PerHabPSs OTHers,
we are attb DIFFerenT 1IN LiFe, BUT SHare Oone HOBBY, anb THIS HOBBY IS
compuiCcaTteb anb INTense enouGH WITHOUT aLll THe OTHer THINGS THAaT GO On.




