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8. WHO’'S WHO

Every montH THe meeTING IS HelD aT JonatHan anb Denise’s nursery anmb as a
CLUB wWe are exTremely Graterut FOr THaT OPPOIrTUNITY. THIS MONTH We Cover
ANOTHer OF OUur commiTTee memBers - JONnaTHamn Cain

YOUr FIFST BONSsal Tree: N 1999 | BOUGHT a commerciact ProrPelr Ty anb THe
Previous owners LefrT BeHIND a BONsal Tree. IT sTayeb OUTsIDe anb OoNnLyY GOT
warTer wHen IT rainebd. IT surviveb winTter wWiTHOUT warTer. wHen IT Came TO LiFe
IM 2000. | FeLT SOIryY FOr IT anbD sTarteb LOOKING aFTer IT - ONLY GIVING IT warTer,
WHeN | VISITED. 2 Years LaTter | DIsCcoverebD THAaT IT was a BaoBab, SO THe LaCK OF
waTer anb NeGLeCT Was BeneriClaL. IT surviveD unTIL 2015, WHen IT DID NOoT
come THrouGH winTter. IT was sTILL THe siZze OF a BaLLPOINT Pen.

HOW DID YOU STarT DOING BONsal: N 2002 Denlse, My wWirFe, Was alven a
WOOLWOITHS COoTONeasTer, WHICH SHe STILL Has TODay. sHe sTarrteb LOOKING
FOr OTHer BONSsal Driving From sTore TO STore anb evenTually Trackeb DOWN
THEe WOOLWOITHS suPPLIer, WHO HaPPeneD TO Be arounb THe Ccorner From us.
THe owner was LOOKING TO selLl THe nursery anmb | was LOOKING TO GeT OUT OF
THe COorporate woreb. we BOUGHT THe nursery WITH 34 946 Trees FOr BONnsal so
MY FIrsT Tree, THaT was BOUGHT, was aCtuatly atmosT 35 O00 Trees. | THeN
wenT ON a QuesT FOIr KNowLebGe anb Trees Driving arounb WITH a PICK anb
SPabe IN Our Ccar anb DUG anb BOUGHT wHerever we CcoulbD.

HOW Mahny Trees DO YOoUu Have? TOO Many TO COUNT BUT aBOUT wWe Have
aBOUT 50 OOO0.

FavouriTe sPeclies OF Tree: NO sINGLe FavouriTe. DIFFerenT sPecClies Have
DIFFerenT CHaracCTeriIsTICS anb GrowinGg PatrternNs THrouGHOUT THe Year. wHen
a sSkPecCles STartTs THrIVING aT a ParTicuLtar Time OfF Year, IT WILL GeT more OF my
aTrenTion.

NUMBer OF Years INn MiDway: Denise anb MmyseLr, JOINnebD Duncan wiLes
sunbay WOIrKsHOPS ON 2002, anNb THIIoUuGH THeSe WOIrKsHOPS meT many Bonsal
enTHUSIasT anbD FrienDs. | JOINeD EBS aFTer BelNnG INviTeb BY Duncan wikLes,
ErroOL RUBIN, anb ROB CLausen TO BeCame a memaBer. DUrinG THe WOrksHOPS, IT
BeCame aPParenT THaT THelre was a LOGISTICat GabkP, FOr a CLuB 1IN THe MIDranmb
area. on 22 July 2006, MIDWaydy was Formeb anb | was eLeCTeD as THe FIrsT
CHalrman. | Have Been OonNn THe CommiTrtee OF MIDway since THen. ASs a venue
MIDWay usebD uUsSe a nursery, THen we went From House TO HOUSe wHen THe
nursery was soLb, UnTiL Our currenT Premises.
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FavouriTe sTyLe IN BonNnsal: | LIKe aLlL sTyLes, BUT DO NOT DO LITeraTl. HoOwever |
DO Take MY INskIraTion From Nnature anb WILL TrY anb FOLLOW THe Tree's
naTuract stTyLe.

YOUr FavouriTe Tree INn Your coLLecCTION: | Have many FavouriTes, anb many
come WITH senTimenTal STorles.

YOUr BeST BOnNsal abVviCe recelvebD:THIS IS SOUTH AFriCa CcuimaTte. DO NOT PLanT
M sSHALLOW POTS LIKEe THeY DO IN weT cuLimaTtes. A beab BONSsal Is oney Goob FOor
a Braal

BesT ADVICe YOU Can Glve: JOIN a Grour/CLuB IF YOU reatly want TO Learn.
BOOKS, INTerneT anb VIDeOS WILL ONLY Take You HalLFwayd. OLD man ReG
alLwads salb THaT He Has Been DOING BONSsal FOr 30 years, BUT actuatly was
OoNnLY DOING BONsAal FOr 10 years, since He Jolineb THe WOIrKsHOPS, BeCause THaT
IS WHeNn THe LIGHTS Were swiITCHeD On.

ANY OTHEer INTeresTING FaCTSs OFr HOoBBIesS. IN 2006 DUuNncan wiktes InvitTeb me
TO GO TO a CHINa, TO a woreLb BONsal convenTion. | aTTenbeb THe wWOrLb BONsal
FrienDsHIP FeDeraTlon AGM, anb meT THe DIreCTors. 1IN 2013 | FLew TO Talwan 1O
represenT AFrriCan BonNnsal TO WBFF. | was asKeD TO JOIN THe WBFF BOarb anb
TOOK Over as ABA PresibenT IN 2013. THe SOUTH AFFICan BONSsal CoOommunitTy was
alsSO DeskPeraTe FOr POTS, SO 1IN 2003 | STAartTinGg IMpPorTinGg conrtaliners wWiTH POTS,
TOOLS anb Wire anb TO DaTe Have BrouGHT 1IN 22 conTalners or aBouT 155 000
POTS anb 3 TONS OF BONSsal wire.

am aCTuallLy an accounTanT, WITH a DeGree IN ACCOuUNTING anb commerciac
Law, BUT WHenNn PeOPLe asK me My OCCuPaTIioOn, | say "BONSsalman” THIS amusebD
MYy DOCTOr, WHO IS NOW alLso a CcLienT. | Have never LOOKeD BacK.

THaNKS sO MUCH JonaTHamn. yYour KNnoweLebDGe anb exXpPerTIse are very vactuebD
TO ALl THe CLUuB memBers.

THaNKS SO MUCH FOI TaKING THe TIime TO LeT US KNow More aBouT Youl.




