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Charles and Jonathan 
with the newly created 
Celtis Forest. Fabulous!
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Chairman’s Report for the November 2019 meeting

At the last meeting Jono did a demo on creating a forest in bonsai. His talk was 
quite fascinating and he did a great job at explaining the principles we need to 
follow. 

1. Chairman's Report

Midway Bonsai Society

The next meeting will be held 

on the 18th of Jan and we will 

do a show and tell so can 

everyone please bring at 

least one tree and give us a 

brief talk on the tree. Also 

happy if you bring more than 

one. We wont be having a 

December meeting.

I unfortunately missed the 

year end party but I heard it 

was awesome.

Please keep safe over the 

festive season and with all 

these heat waves make sure 

your trees get plenty of water.

Hope you see you all at the 

next meeting.

Wishing everyone a Merry 

Christmas and a Happy New 

Year.

Thivern 

Chairman

Above: This Pelargonium inquinans(?) is very hardy and 

common to most gardens in South Africa. It absolutely thrives 
in my dry garden.
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2. Club news

The next club meeting is on the 18th of January 2019. We will meet at our usual 
place at 12h00. We are doing a show and tell. Bring something that is unusual or 
special to you, anything with a good or sentimental story. We want to hear all 
about it.  Afterall even the best Bonsai tree without a story is just tree in a pot.

3.  Birthdays

We have a few birthdays before 
our next meeting,  

Ronnie Brueton 3 December 
Chris van der Sandt 13 December
Mack Hecht 14 December
Troy Sender 14 December
Richard Brueton 18 December

Midway Bonsai Society November 2019

To the left: This is 
the Bosch Wetland. 
In the picture you 
can see Blue 
waterlilly
(Nymphaea 
nouchalli) pads , 
Water fern (Berula
erecta) in flower, 
Horse tail 
(Equisetum 
ramosissimum) and 
a flowering Swamp 
Lobelia (Lobelia 
anceps).

George Richardson 24 December
Desirée Chinnian 26 December
Denise Cain 29 December
Thivern Pillay 14 January
June Schetler 18 January
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4. November meeting 

~“Sometimes, the most productive thing that you can do is to step outside and do 
nothing... relax and enjoy nature.”
― Melanie Charlene

Below: These are Celtis trees that Jonathan used for the forest demonstration. The first step to make 
a forest is to collect or grow some trees. Both Celtis and Trident maples are very easy to grow from 
seed. The seeds of both of these are also readily available.



5

The Midway News

Midway Bonsai Society November 2019

To the left and below: I 
grew these trident 
maples from seeds that 
I collected. This is a 
season or two’s growth. 
Here is the first group 
of about 30 trees that I 
dug up rom the area 
that I just randomly 
scatter the seeds. I 
eventually ran out of 
pots. So I left some in 
the ground.

Below is a planning 
diagram I created.
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Below: Jonathan prepared his pot. This is a very nice long flat tray. Ideal for 
creating a forest. 
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Below: This is the pot that Jonathan prepared. Do you see the larger tree to the front? This is his  
main focal point of the forest, this is what should capture your attention first.
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To the left: He placed his Main tree first. The 
priority for arranging trees in a group planting is to
first consider the trunks, next the roots and finally
Branching. 

To the right: The tallest and heaviest trees 
are near the foreground. The medium sized 
trees are more centrally located, and the 
smallest are closer to the edge and in the 
background to complete the perspective of 
depth and distance.
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Below: The main focal tree is also planted a little higher than the rest.  The path consists of gravel of the 
same colour and texture as others used. The path is wider toward the front and narrower toward the 
back. This provides an illusion of depth and distance. The far end of the path is not visible from the 
front. If you look from the front at eye level to the pot it disappears behind the elevated mount of the 
main tree. This adds to the character of the forest, and makes it a lot more interesting.
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Below: The trees are placed so that no three of them are aligned on a straight line when 

viewed from the front and from the side. Arrange the trunks of the trees to form a series of

triangles with unequal sides. The human eye is very good at finding patterns. Obvious patterns 

will make the forest boring and predictable.
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Below: Forest planting may have any number of trees, except for a group of 4 trees. In the 
Japanese culture the characters are synonymous with death. Forest bonsai plantings usually 
contain a single tree species. The trees usual share a single style or rhythm. Wiring some of 
the trees can help to enforce this.
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Below: Year End Christmas party
Our traditional end of year party was a blast. Below are a few of our friends and family that 
attended.

Below: Some more people that attended, and yes that blurry person to the right is Oom
Hennie. He is in the clear and getting stronger everyday. We are all ecstatic about that.
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To the left: Bonsai-Brueton
number two. Congratulations to 
Jen and Richard on your two week 
old baby. Very small and very 
sleepy, and he was an Angel. 
Thanks for showing him to us. He 
will be doing bonsai in no time.

Below is the article from June 2015 
when Bonsai- Brueton number 1 
was born. She is still very cute.
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5. Editor’s letter

My new Forest projects will be to combine 
the two group plantings of 7 each into one 
forest, and to create my Celtis forest. I 
have my main focal tree in the ground to 
fatten up a bit. 

This year is just about over. The club will 
not get together in December, but this 
should not stop you from preparing for new 
projects and gathering supplies. If anyone 
needs some Acer buergerianum or Chinese 
Elm seeds, I have plenty. Just give me a 
shout. Oom Hennie is clean, clear and doing 
well. We have a new Chairman and lots of 
new club members. All and all not a bad 
year. Me missed Ina at the Year End party, 
and hope that she is doing well and getting 
all the rest, love and relaxation time that 
she deserves. She has always been a 
valuable member of our club and has now 
been designated as an Honorary Member. 
That mean that she is always welcome at 
the club, day or night. She has done so 
much for all of us over the years both in the 
club and outside. She deserves her rest.

This is me for 2019. Happy everything and 
see you all in 2020.
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I hope you have enjoyed this months issue of the Midway News.
If you have any questions or comments, please contact me directly. 

If you want to show off a few of your trees in the Newsletter, please send some picture to 
me. 

I would love to place a few in the Newsletter.

Pieter Bosch

Above: This is my African blood lily 
(Scadoxus puniceus).

I unfortunately missed the meeting in November. I love Forests and Groups and have been 
trying to make one for the longest of time. I have also killed a lot of trees in the process. Now 
that I have some more knowledge and a safe space for them, I have created three group 
plantings. One with Crassula sarcocaulis, two with Acer buergerianum. I still have quite a few 
Acer buergerianum saplings left and some Celtis saplings.


