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To the left : 
This Juniper belongs
to Denise . Itôsan
excellent example of
what to aim for .
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Vice - chairman and Editors Report for the February 2022 meeting

1 . Vice - Chairman's Report

Midway Bonsai Society

It was an awesome sight to see so many members taking part in the New Talent 
development. Everyone was fully engaged and for most if not all, it was the very fist time 
they have ever worked on a Juniper. General wiring skills is something that we can all 
improve on, and we will take a look at that in one of our future workshops.

I am very encouraged by the level of commitment and patience that I witnessed at the 
development workshop. Picking the best performer was very difficult, but Johann picked 
Desirée. To be honest anyone of the participants could have been picked, it was that close.

Next month we will be looking at photography of trees. It is a skill that is valuable for not 
only capturing your trees but for cataloging them as well. Bring any of your favorite trees 
and we will have a proper setup to take pictures of them. I canôt wait. Finally some quality 
pictures for the newsletter .

A few members requested a wiring workshop, so we will add that to the roster .

Stay safe, keep calm and water your trees.

Pieter Bosch
Vice -Chairman
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2. Club news

Our next meeting will be on 19 March for Photography of Bonsai. Everyone is welcome. Please 
bring your favourite trees and we can learn to take proper photographs of them. If you have a 
favourite topic that you want us to cover let me know and I will pass it on.

Å In March we are doing Photography of Bonsai.
Å Another reminder for the payment of the 2022 Membership fees, by close of business 
30th January 2022.

R280.00 for single
R420.00 for Partners
you can pay into the Club Account, state your name as reference to:

Capitec Bank
J Espach
Account No: 1494613733
Branch 47 -00 -10

Midway Bonsai Society February 2022
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3. Februaryôs meeting - New Talent Development

~ñOnce you stop learning, you start dyingòɶ Albert Einstein

The easiest way to learn to do Bonsai is to start with cheap, pre -made trees. The basic 

root development and branch placement has been done on these trees. It saves you a lot 

of time and money. Junipers is one of the most widely used trees in the world. In South 

Africa we prefer working on the Juniperus procumbens 'Nanaô. It is easy to work with and 

to keep alive. My skills with them are very limited, but I have a few that are still alive. I 

have aged out of the New Talent group after 10 years at Midway Bonsai, but I do 

remember learning the most on these days. Buying a tree and just backing your skills is 

the best way to learn.

To the left: Kirsty focussing on 

her tree.
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Starting on your bonsai journey can be very intimidating, but with a little bit of guidance 
and patience, you will be confidently cutting your trees in no time. Keeping your trees 
alive is 80% of bonsai in the first few years.

Below: Johann keeping a watchful eye on everyone, and helping out where he can.
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Below: Just look at the concentration. Luck is sometime part and parcel of Bonsai 

competitions. Sometimes you get a tree that is perfect with lots of branches in the correct 

places. Other times you get a horrible tree with only a few and all on the same level or 

side.
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Below: Johann and Jonathan guiding where needed. Many have never worked on Junipers before.


